8vo, pp. 356. " In the following pages," commences our author, " I propose to make my reader acquainted with the structure and uses of the skin, in the hope of awakening his attention to the necessity and manner of training it to the purposes of health.
I trust, moreover, by laying down correct and simple laws, to enable him to comprehend the principles upon which a sound and effective domestic treatment of its diseases may be conducted." We must confess ourselves to be rather at a loss to know, whether Mr.
Wilson's objects be to address the general public alone, or whether he aims at including his professional brethren among his readers. If the former, we must say that we cannot find sufficient reason for selecting an isolated portion of general hygiene, treating it at such length and with such copiousness, and especially for appending to it so much information of a purely medical kind, though conveyed in language anything but professional;? except in those unworthy motives, which we have always felt it our duty to expose and condemn, from which we believe Mr. Wilson to be altogether exempt. If the latter, as would appear from the details here and there interspersed on some departments to which Mr. Wilson has devoted peculiar attention, as well as from the combination of rules ill-understood and most troublesome maladies.
The general management of the skin has been ably treated by many previous writers on popular hygiene; and particularly by Dr. Andrew Combe, whose chapter on this subject contains almost every direction of real importance. If the brain, the lungs, the heart, the stomach, the liver, the kidneys, &c. &c., were each treated in a separate volume, with the copiousness of illustration which Mr. Wilson has bestowed on his favorite organ, the Skin, the public would be in possession of a complete encyclopaedical library of hygi&ne, which would not, we apprehend, be nearly as useful as Dr. A. Combe's comprehensive treatise; on account of both the expense and the time required for acquaintance with its contents. In some respects, however, the present publication is well timed: for it may serve to forward the "bath and wash-house" movement; which, The fact is, that the parasite in que tion is one of those animals which sometimes present themselves, to the perplexity of the systematic zoologist, but to the satisfaction of the philosophical student of nature who regards classes, orders, &c., as a machinery of human invention, adapted to serve the purpose of facilitating the acquisition of knowledge, but as having no real existence in creation. It unites the characters of the higher annelida or worm-tribe, of the lower araehniJa or spider-tribe, and of the lower crustacea or crab-tribe, to such a degree, that it is yet doubtful which class ought to afford it a place. Its structure and history have been so ably elucidated by Mr. Wilson in the paper we have referred to, that little probably remains to be added to the information he has collected; and the difficulty in assigning its zoological position lies rather in our imperfect acquaintance with the nearest-allied forms among the classes just named. The investigator of the history of this parasite need certainly be in no lack of subjects for examination ; for, strange to say, it is one of the most readily procurable of all living beings, especially in a town population.
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